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INTRODUCTION
RUMI AND IQBAL

Rumi and Igbal bridge the past many centuries of man'’s
endeavours in all the various realms of thought and intuition as
well as his march through life in the Light of Divine Revelation.
No where clse in the East or in the West, could we find such a
wholesome fusion of the physical and the metaphysical, 2 mutually
inclusive combination of the material and the moral, the hair
splitting, dry pure reason, and the all encompassing love, as ic
Rumi and Igbal.

Once we enter the halo of Love, Warmth and Music that
surrounds their poetry, it becomes impossible to draw a line
between the earthly and the heavenly, the human and the
divine. We arec transported into Spacelessness and Timelessness.
This exhilarating and elevating experience, defies details of des-
cription or a logical and critical analysis; it is free from the
distinctions of the outer, the inner, the higher and the lower, the
earlier and the later.!

Rumi’s Masnavi in the West

The Masnavi of Moulana Jalal-ud-Din Rumi is one of the
most highly acclaimed poetical works of the past ages, by the
savants and sages. The first great compiler and interpreter of the
immortal Persian literature, Prof. E. G. Browne, considered Rumi
the most eminent sufi poet and the Masnavi as a great poem of
all times. But what is most thought provoking and heart warming
for us, is the life long devotion of the most eminent scholars like
R. A. Nicholson and A. J. Arberry, who dedicated their creative
efforts to the translations, interpretations, appreciation and pro-
pagation of the Message and Muse of the immortal Reed player
of Konia, for the English knowing world.

The saintly scholar, R. A. Nicholson, regarded the Masnavi
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eyl o b sl we S Ll 295 smer Sl
(108) 25> Ml
Despondency crushes you like the grave, and even if you were
the lofty Alwand (Mountain) it will pull you down.

Su) sl w‘ie-é-‘*:r S SW; sl S Sl
(47) &35~ -l
Its breath Kkills the sources of the life and the fountain of life
becomes dry.

Jbl 9 ga

TRUTH AND UNTRUTH
G935 JBL la 3355 0k A8 Olege Al G W
(47) 35~ 51l

If in one’s body, Truth be the soul, his head (neck) will not tow
before falsehood (untruth).

SWE Sy
THE WORLD’S BODY
cal:..‘,.x,f.f;_,b‘.ﬁ): oldl™ ol JSKa g &) was
(16) G~ ¢ly
Strike with your dagger into the body of this world. It
: possesses in its belly pearls and jewels like the idol of Somnath.
_f (Note: Itis said that Mahmud of Ghazna after capitrnig the
‘ temple of Somnath broke open the idol from which a large
quantity of jewels fell down in a heap).

criygs Bin
SELF PRESERVATION
O Jie § dups owlea  OlBG 30 s~ His yp

The weak man, in order to preserve his existence, trics various
tricks and devices by use of his intelligence.
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Originally submitted as a
doctorate thesis at the
Heidelberg University in
1925, is an excellent attempt
at explaining the basic
thought of Rumi in the context
of the cultural achievements
of Muslim philesophers,
mystics and scholastics. It
was first published in 1933
and up to date is the only book
in English on the subject.
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Mathnawi with 25 700 verses
is in really a far more extensive
work than the Fasre Cueen
with 33.500. On the st
hand. it is easily svrpassedd in
length by sevaral Parsian
poams. The proso headings
inserted a! short intervals
threughout the poem,
transhiterated word with the
axception of proper names &
all direct quotations from the
Qur'an except such as oceur in
the headings are printed in
italic. A few foot-notes have
been added.
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Speaches, writings and
statements of lgbal is by tar
one of the most important
collections of 'Allamah lqbal's
prose wntings, Mr. Latt
Ahmad Sherwani, the
compiler, thoroughly revised
the collection, corrected the
toxt and added trash matenal
1o it that had been unearthed
during the intervening
docades after Igbal's death.
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