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|  EDITORIAL  |

As a value system democracy has three characteristics: in-
trinsic, instrumental and constructive. The first relates to so-
cial and political participation in decision making and the 
second offers people a hearing and directs political atten-
tion to their needs and demands, while the third one brings 
people, barring all caste and religion affiliations, together 
into fruitful discussions and debates on the functioning of 
governance. The third characteristic, in connotation, should 
imply criticism. Criticism is a way of evaluation and assess-
ment, an inquiry into fallacies and loopholes of strategies to 
achieve targets. To make it stronger, I would say constructive 
criticism. Criticism ought to be distinguished from propagan-
da and allegations. While the former leads to an open dis-
course of discussions and brings about a more refined form 
of democracy, the latter merely perpetuates hatred and vio-
lence among the people comprising a polity. 

The recent decision of IIT-M’s dean to “de-recognise” a 
students’ group is ethically unjustifiable and constitution-
ally undemocratic. Ethically unjustifiable because the dean 
unilaterally decided to impose the ban on the group, follow-
ing an anonymous complaint letter lodged by some student 
to MHRD, without giving the group a chance to explain their 
stand on the controversy. Here the basic constitutional rights 
is violated & denied as the academic institution can’t take 
away the right to freedom of expression from anybody. The 
ban undoubtedly is devoid of instrumental and constructive 
value as enumerated above. Had the institute been really con-
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cerned about polarisation which it claimed was 
happening due to the organisation named after 
Dalit and anti-Hindutva ideologues, it would 
have derecognised the other student’s bodies 
named after their own ideologues. The banned 
group has been actively engaging in discus-
sions on socio-economic aspects of policies of 
the current government. Active participation in 
academic talks and discussions on issues like 
agriculture, land acquisition bill, industrial dis-
putes act & many more do not buy any genuine 
logic of de-recognising the group. Being an aca-
demic campus, sensible investigation and criti-
cal observation on the policies should always 
be welcomed. The interference of MHRD in the 
autonomy of institutions of higher learning by 
replying to an anonymous complaint letter is in 
the first place nonsensical and derogatory. 

 In a democracy if people are not empowered 
with the right to dissent, the democracy loses 
its significance and ultimately collapses into 
a system of autocratic dictatorship. Wielding 
power unlawfully and suppressing dissenting 
voices marks the death of a progressive democ-
racy.

Campuses are the power houses of multi-facet 
ideas and opinions where students ascribe to 
different perceptions, viewpoints and ideolo-
gies. Homogenisation of such vast diverse cam-
puses is not feasible. Striking out German, in-
troducing Sanskrit, mandatory yoga, one-sided 
education policy are undervaluing the cultural 
and communitarian diversity. They put a curb 
on socio-religious freedom. The restriction on 
students in expressing their views is an impedi-
ment in their intellectual growth that forms 
healthy democratic environment. As a result 
the educational institutions fail to challenge 
the young minds which are doomed to have no 
dynamism, no innovation, no activism no new 
thoughts and no breakthroughs. In order to 
promote constructive democracy in campuses 
where the bedrock of future of nation is built, 
any activity promoting jingoism and communal 
fascism must be checked. The progressive steps 
towards carving out an egalitarian Indian cam-
puses representing various students’ bodies 
ought to be encouraged and appreciated. 
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General elections – 2014 was a mile-
stone in the history of independent In-
dia. Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) won 
the massive mandate under the leader-
ship of Narendra Modi. To the support-
ers of Modi, that was the ‘end of history’ 
and wait for the “Ache Din” began. 

Victory of Modi in the elections was a 
sign of hope for the sections of voters 
completely disillusioned with the Con-
gress. 

The success and victory of Modi in the 
2014 elections was facilitated by various 
factors. Money, Media and Muscle Power 
of Hindutva forces played a pivotal role. 

At this point I wish to share my views 
how Narendra Modi used Media in pre-
election campaign and now how he de-
liberately avoiding the media after com-
pletion of one year of his tenure as Prime 
Minister of India.

Modi’s election campaign was nothing 
but just a Social Media bonanza. It was 
full of self –congratulatory commentary 
of 140 words or less, selfies and jingo-
laden social schemes. Many publica-
tions around the world said that 2014 
marked “India’s first social media elec-
tions”. 

Senior leader of BJP quoted: “Modi 
does not need either the party or PR 
agencies; television news media is do-
ing the job for us”.

The above statement clearly shows 
how media was used by Modi and his 
party in election campaign. 

It’s an open secret that the media ma-

chine of the prime minister’s office has 
not only driven this year’s news agen-
da, it has also owned it. There is a par-
adigm shift in the political discourses 
of India after Modi becomes PM.

Any reports or scoops against Modi 
are like being in a message vortex. It 
reaches nowhere. “Swach Bharath Ab-
hiyan” – a cleanliness drive and multi-
billion dollar “Make in India” have 
kept most of the media, the foreign 
press included, in a trance. 

Today when the Modi –led govern-
ment marks its first year in office the 
relationship between the media and 
the country’s leadership touched new 
lows. 

The Prime Ministers a new desire to 
go only with Doordarshan and All In-
dia Radio is quite sceptical. These are 
the autonomous media houses run by 
the central government but the voice 
which comes out of it is of the State. 
It is the voice of the Power centers. 
At the time for one-to-one interviews, 
he picked foreign channels (CNN and 
TIME Magazine) or foreign print me-
dia. While in India he is confined to 
papers that favors his agenda , no 
surprise we see lengthy &exclusive in-
terview spread over four papers to the 
Hindustan Times and in DainikJagran 
on 9th April 2015. On the other hand 
big media conglomerates are invited 
to take selfies with him!!!

Narendra Modi doesn’t want any me-
dia mediation in his communication. 
He is aiming at disempowerment of 

media.

Today we have a Prime Minister who will 
not be accountable to media. His commu-
nications through radio and Doordarshan 
are a one way, non-interactive, top-down 
flow of information. They don’t allow jour-
nalists to pose questions. Surprisingly 
there wasn’t a single press conference at 
the end of the first year.

V.K Singh, Minister of State for Defense 
once made sneering comment on media 
as “Presstitute”. If this is happening in any 
democratic country which values media 
should make him to publicly apologize. 

Modi fears questions and voices of a com-
mon man. In a country where millions have 
no access to twitter or face book, Mr. Modi 
simply cannot neglect the mainstream me-
dia. Those who have tried to muzzle it have 
perished. Those who ignore it will simply 
lose the plot.

It is a known fact that dissent is the soul 
of democracy. Openness, like sunlight is a 
disinfectant. Modi’s attitude towards me-
dia is a sabotage of democratic values pre-
vailing in this country. Finally this attitude 
ends in dictatorship. 

To conclude, positive political conver-
sations are very important to protect the 
liveliness of democracy. At this point in-
dependent media plays a vital role, pro-
tection of free press is an open challenge. 
Let’s join hands to fight back the sabotage 
of democracy.

pursuing PGD in Broadcast Journalism at 
MBL Media School, Calicut

MODI’S 
MEDIAPHOBIA

- AZHARUDDIN PILAKODAN

|  POLITICS  |
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The celebrated third edition of Youth Spring Film Festival 
was held from on 15th -18th May, 2015 amid wide popular-
ity. The festival was inaugurated on 15th May by Mr. Stalin. 
K(renowned Documentary Filmmaker, Media and Human 
Rights activist) focused on a controversial theme of National-
ity: Sign in Sign out. Soumitra Dastidar, the familiar award 
winning documentary filmmaker, who is also the director of 
the fest, presided over the inaugural session.

Varieties of sessions including open forums, discussions 
with directors, solo play, workshops further brightened the 
colourful festival. Eminent personalities like Sudarshana 
Chakraborty, Arputhammal, Gopal Menon and many more 
supported the festival throughout by their presence and 
wholehearted involvement in the different sessions. Other 
dignitaries like KP Sasi, Jessica Meybory, Dr. Aju K. Naray-
anan, Dr. Umer Tharamel and Dr. Kalpetta Narayanan grati-
fied the occasion with their wholesome cooperation.

The open forum discussion on the central theme provoked 
the thoughts of the delegates, guests and the organizers 
alike. The mere concept of nationality is to be replaced by the 
concept of ‘internationality’, is the opinion with which the 

open forum concluded unanimously.

The valedictory session, chaired by Mr. T Mohammed Velom, 
State President of Solidarity Youth Movement, broke loose the 
much anticipated awards declaration. Red Green Yellow Blue, di-
rected by Sheri, Jaleel and Shaiju bagged the best documentary 
film award, whereas Chaver directed by Abhilash Vijayan seized 
the best short fiction award. The best woman filmmaker award 
was received by Priya Thuvassery for her picture, My Sacred Glass 
Bowl. This year’s C. Sarath Chandran Memorial award for the best 
documentary on protests

was presented for Unity Yet Diversity, directed by Ijas Mu-
hammed. Other works like Praveshanotsavam by Anil Philip CMI, 
Ramaniyechhiyude Naamathhil by Liju Thomas and Maunam Pe-
shumboth by Nishad Ponthathil qualified for the special reference 
of the jury.

Nationality, like any other ‘mistakes’ of gender, community and 
creed, isn’t something one should be bragging about. And hence, 
‘when humanity recommends, we ought to sign out our profile 
and sign in the global browser’!

pursuing journalism at MBL Media School, Calicut.

The Zone of Not 
Being!!!

- ASMA MANHAM

|  FILM FESTIVAL |
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The state of our environment 
has become a matter of great con-
cern in modern days. With rapid 
growth of manufacturing indus-
tries and technology, different 
kinds of pollutants have been pil-
ing up in the environment. More 
fields are emerging that attempt 
to develop environment-friendly 
technology, with focus on scien-
tific and technical methods that 
would benefit the earth. Also re-
ferred to as “green technology,” 
this area is dedicated to preserv-
ing our natural resources. This 
involves both the development of 
new technologies and the improve-
ment of existing ones. While these 
inventions, improvements and 
scientific developments can have 
a worldwide impact on our ecosys-
tem, they also affect people at an 
individual level.

Many green technologies di-
rectly affect the everyday lives of 
those who use them by improv-
ing the way people perform basic 
tasks such as cooking, cleaning or 
heating and cooling their home. 
Green technologies reduce the en-
vironmental impact that families 
have on the earth everyday. To 
be considered environment-friend-
ly, a product or action should be 

ENVIRONMENT
FRIENDLY TECHNOLOGY
- THOWFEEQ

| TECHNOLOGY |

sustainable, produce as little waste and pollution as possible, and recycle and reuse 
materials whenever possible. Sustainable sources of energy include wind power, hy-
droelectric power, bio-fuels, and solar energy. These eco-friendly technologies can 
now be used to power homes and businesses.

The term environmental technologies is also used to describe a class of electronic 
devices that can promote sustainable management of resources. Green building re-
fers to both a structure and the use of processes that are environmentally responsi-
ble and resource-efficient throughout a building’s life-cycle. These use sustainable 
or recycled materials as much as they can and strive to reduce the impact on the sur-
rounding environment as much as possible. These structures often include innova-
tive features such as solar panels for clean energy and energy efficient appliances 
that use less power and water.

Not only the concept of green building but many concepts like solar laptops, green 
cars etc. have also been developed. Major companies like Dell and Google are taking 
notable steps in creating eco-friendly technology, ranging from plant-based packag-
ing to vast wind farms. As awareness on our impact on the environment increases, 
environment-friendly technology will likely expand as well. The future of this field 
may see innovations we can’t yet begin to fathom as society strives to live lightly 
upon the earth and reduce and repair the damaging impacts of our ever-increas-
ing population.
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Congratulations, you have hit the headlines, writes a student, 
attaching a newspaper story headlined “Bengal college to have 
India’s first transgender principal”. “We salute your courage,” 
writes a friend.

Born into a lower-middle class family - her father was a factory 
worker, while her mother is a homemaker - Ms Bandyopadhyay 
went to school on the outskirts of Kolkata before heading off 
to a prominent city college to study Bengali. She wrote a paper 
on women’s rights and joined a college in a remote village in a 
Maoist-affected region in West Bengal to teach Bengali.

 At work, she completed a dissertation on the role of transgen-
ders in West Bengal, where their population exceeds 30,000.

She says her troubles began when she changed her gender and 
her name in 2006. Authorities refused to recognise the change, 
and she was denied pay rises at college “because they could not 
come to terms with my altered gender”.

“There were taunts at work about my sex change. At home, my 
parents and siblings were worried sick whether my body would 
be able to cope with the changes.” Her life - and identity - went 
into limbo.

It took five years and a new government in West Bengal - led by 
a feisty woman politician herself - to “recognise my status and 
give me my identity”, Ms Bandyopadhyay says. “I have always 
been popular with my students, but my colleagues and peers 
were not always so favourably disposed after I changed my gen-
der.”) she has endured broken relationships

Most of India’s estimated two million transgendered people 
face discrimination, live on the fringes and often languish in 
poverty. Many are forced into sex work and suffer ostracisation 
because of their gender.

Things have been getting better though. In 2009, India’s elec-
tion authorities allowed transgenders to choose their gender as 
“other” on ballot forms. Last year, the Supreme Court declared 
the transgender community as a third gender and ordered the 
government to provide transgender people with quotas in jobs 
and education in line with other minorities, as well as key 
amenities.

India now has a transgender anchor on a TV news show and 
a popular talk show host. Earlier this year, a transgender wom-
an became the country’s first to win municipal elections and be 
declared a mayor. At least two states - Tamil Nadu and Maha-
rashtra - have government-mandated transgender welfare or-
ganisations for their social inclusion. Authorities in West Bengal 
have also had a welcome change of heart. A government minis-
ter has welcomed Ms Bandyopadhyay’s appointment. The vice-
chancellor of the university to which the college is affiliated has 
described her as a “fine human being, a good academician and 

India’s first transgender to become the college principal 

an able administrator”.  

It’s been a long, strange trip for Ms Bandyopadhyay: a 
life-altering sex change in the middle of a teaching ca-
reer, broken relationships, adopting a favourite student 
as her son, writing an exhaustive account of her life, a 
fun gig on a Bengali version of the popular reality show 
Big Brother. Now she wants to run a women’s college, 
and look after her 92-year-old father, who lives close to 
her new workplace.

“This is a new chapter in her life,” Debashish Gupta, 
her adopted son, says. “We are happy and we are tense. 
People can be very cruel, and want to trip her. Life as a 
transgender can be an eternal challenge.”

SEND
YOUR

THOUGHTS TO

editor@thecompanion.in


	Cover.pdf
	final.pdf

